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Reserved for 
the Principal

Mercy Day
For a second year, OLMC celebrated Mercy Day remotely, 
where students and staff were challenged as Mercy people with 
the question, ‘Am I walking with my Mercy friends, as Mary walks 
with the suffering?’ In celebrating all that our Mercy tradition offers, 
we look upon the role of Mary, Mother and Mercy, who encourages 
and calls us to be women of Justice, Compassion, Courage and Joy. 

Father Kevin Hennesy CP spoke about the courageous women in 
our lives, who call on us to be proud, compassionate, independent 
and Mercying women. He focused upon the narrative of strong 
Indigenous women of Australia; upon Mother Ursula Frayne and 
Sisters of Mercy who ministered bravely in this land; and the 
women of Afghanistan seeking to live life to the fullest.  

The Students Leaders did an amazing job in celebrating our 
Mercy Day virtually, yet were still able to focus on what it means 
to celebrate and live Mercy with all their energy and creativity! 
Activities included drawing classes, drama games, a paper 
engineering workshop, trivia competition, disco, karaoke, 
scavenger hunt, an escape room and much more.

We are so grateful to all the students and teachers who 
coordinated and ran sessions for their peers. We continue 
to be so proud of the passion of OLMC students and their 
ability to empower each other, and to lead.

Brooke Kilborn – Head of Student Wellbeing, 
Shane Taylor – Faith and Mission Coordinator

Student reflections
‘Listening to the Afghanistan conversations challenged me to be 
and do more as a woman in the Mercy tradition.’

‘I think it is so wonderful that we are still able to support the 
Mercy Works organisation despite our current circumstances, 
and show true solidarity.’

‘Despite the circumstances of COVID-19, it was a great way to 
unite together as an OLMC community.’

‘I really enjoyed the Scavenger Hunt! It was led by the Year 9 
House Vice Captains and it was so much fun to do something 
different and just have a great time with everyone else who 
participated!’

Support Mercy Works

If you are able to offer financial 
support to Mercy Works, we invite 
you to donate as our students and 
staff have done: 
www.givenow.com.au/mercyworks
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Reserved for 
the Principal

The second half of this year has again been 
experienced in remote learning. The commitment 
and determination of our students was evident in 
the way in which they engaged with learning. 
I commend all our staff, students and families for 
their resilience and adaptability.

In 2021, our Year 12 Student Leaders shared with us 
their vision for empowering others and their theme 
of ‘we rise by lifting others’. During remote learning 
the leaders worked very hard to share inspirational 
videos, fun activities and messages of support with 
all students.

Mercy Day was once again a highlight for all of us. 
I continue to be amazed and grateful for how much 
this day means to all of us at OLMC. The Student 
Leaders designed a day of activities based around 
our values of Justice, Compassion, Courage and Joy. 
There were so many activities to choose from and 
students could dance, sing, bake or learn a new skill 
or hobby. They could also share in support for those 
who need help. As is always the case, Mercy Day is a 
chance for us to support Mercy Works and this year 
we focused on the work they are doing in 
Papua New Guinea. 

Whilst the students were engaged in remote learning 
our building program continued. The new walkway 
that extends from above the Learning Commons all 
the way to the new Design, Art and Technology 
building will allow students to move through the 
school directly both on the ground level and above. 
It will also provide easy access to the Hall and new 
classrooms along with a new canteen, indoor seating 
area, new bathrooms and outdoor areas. We are 
looking forward to taking possession of our new 
spaces before the end of this year. 

The year was not quite what we thought it would be or 
hoped for but nevertheless there have been amazing 
achievements. Teachers and students have successfully 
navigated the transition to and from remote learning. 
The OLMC spirit remains alive and well and it is a 
credit to our community. Congratulations to all who 
have continued to live our values and respond so well 
to new and changing circumstances. We move towards 
2022 hopeful that all we have learned over the last two 
years will stand us in good stead for the coming year.  

Judith Weir

CapeStreet cover image:  Mercy House Captains Lucy B and Alison B with Mercy House Coordinator 

   Debbie Daly after Mercy were declared House Champions in 2021.



4

Valé 
Year 12

Valedictory 
Awards

College Captains’ 
Farewell Graduation Address 
Excerpt

We have persisted through lockdowns and 
online learning and we have discovered our 
ability to have resilience and to find joy in the 
simplest of things. Our ability as not only a 
cohort but as an entire school to adapt to the 
changes of 2021 has been a true testament to 
our collective character.

We are so grateful to be a part of this 
community that celebrates each other and 
rises by lifting others. The resilience, 
optimism, kindness and compassion - toward 
both ourselves and each other - is something 
we should all be very proud of, and it is what 
has made this year memorable, regardless 
of the circumstances.

During our time as College Captains, we’ve 
focused on kindness, empowerment and 
positivity. We asked students look out for 
others and challenged them to be kind and 
empower the amazing people who surround 
them. We challenge the Class of 2021 to look 
forward to the future and all it holds with 
optimism and excitement.

Eliza C and Catherine T

Principal’s Farewell
Excerpt

This year, in so many ways, the Class of 2021 
has risen by lifting others.

You have shown true resilience, grit and 
determination, to be able to rise when to fall 
would be easier; to struggle when to give 
up would be a relief; and to show up when 
to hide would take less energy. It shows 
you are women of Mercy; courageous, 
compassionate, just and joyful. It shows that 
you continued to empower us all. 

As you prepare to begin the next chapter 
in your life I hope that you will always take 
with you the values that have been instilled 
in you. I hope that you can forever be 
courageous when courage is required and 
show compassion to all you meet. I hope 
you feel free to live a just life and that you 
can contribute to making our world just. 
I hope you are forever joyful.

You will forever be Mercy People and 
part of the OLMC Community, held in our 
thoughts and prayers as you 
journey forward.

Judith Weir
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Valedictory 
Awards
On Friday 15 October we farewelled our 2021 
graduates and honoured a number of Year 12 
students with awards. 

We thank the students for all they have 
contributed to the life of OLMC over their years 
here and wish them all the best as they conclude 
their secondary school journey.

Evie M 
Duce Maria Award for Leadership 
Evie is described as ‘a role model to her 
peers’. As well as being highly academic, 
she is incredibly inclusive and makes sure 
that everyone feels as though they belong, 
across all year levels. She has been seen 
dressed in costume, encouraging Year 7s 
in the rain at Athletics, jumping around 
creating House spirit and sitting on a bus 
with a younger student so she doesn’t feel 
alone.

Lucy B 
Commitment to OLMC Sport Award 
Lucy has been involved in many of the 
sports the school has to offer over the 
years. She is described as ‘humble’, 
‘hard-working’ and ‘positive’ and always 
encourages others to get involved. 
She constantly pushes herself and others 
to strive for their best and is there to 
support anyone.

Aleesha S 
Past Pupils Award for Social Justice 
and Community Service 
Aleesha is described as ‘selfless and 
compassionate’, ‘truly inspiring’, and ‘one of 
the most kind and caring people’. She has 
been passionate about social justice and 
the environment for many years, and has 
actively sought ways to increase awareness 
and encourage change in the community.

Olivia V 
Australian Defence Force Future 
Innovators Award  
Olivia has made a significant contribution 
to OLMC. She is a high achieving student 
who consistently produces impressive 
results and takes pride in her studies. Olivia 
has a desire to continue learning and seeks 
opportunities to expand her knowledge and 
challenge herself beyond the classroom.

Olivia N 
Sr Mercedes Hogan Award for Learning 
Olivia loves to learn and this is reflected 
in everything she does at school. She 
comes into class with a positive attitude 
and always has such a welcoming smile on 
her face. She is always supporting other 
students in their learning. She is regarded 
not only for her ‘abundance of skill and 
knowledge’, but also ‘the way she spreads 
that gift to others’.

Isabella T 
Sr Jan Geason Award for Performing Arts 
Isabella is a part of multiple areas of band, 
has participated in production and, despite 
COVID restrictions and mishaps, has tried 
to continue arts performances and keep 
students engaged. She pushes herself 
beyond her comfort zone and try out new 
ideas or tasks. She clearly has a love of all 
things creative.

Latisha C 
Australian Defence Force Long Tan Youth 
Award for Leadership 
Latisha is an excellent conversationalist 
and willing to listen and consider new 
viewpoints. She loves engaging with 
younger students, leads by example and 
is warm and welcoming to all. She showed 
great perseverance and self-determination 
during online learning.

Triple Platinum Colours

Isabella T
Double Platinum Colours

Mandolin M

Claudia G
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Farewell Class 
of 2021
The final week for our Year 12 cohort was one of celebration. 
The final House Assemblies were filled with speeches, handovers, 
slideshows and shout-outs. Students enjoyed ice-creams and 
croissants in the College gardens, painted and signed House 
banners, and at a live-streamed Liturgy and Assembly on 
Graduation Day, received their time capsules made in Year 7, 
prompting laughter and tears. 
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Staff Learnings

Phina Tran 
Maths and Science Teacher 
I will remember how we 
all bounced back from the 
rises and dips in mood and 
motivation, things we shared 
like the cuteness of dogs 
and cats, online shopping 
addictions, and the simple 
things we appreciated like 
our daily walks.

James Stavretis 
Japanese and Maths 
Teacher 
I learnt new computer skills 
(Where is that mute 
button?). I will always 
remember the familiar ‘beep’ 
sound of students joining 
a Google Meet, eating my 
son’s mashed avocado 
toast special for lunch, and 
the daily dog walks with 
my own kids after school, 
usually reflecting on that 
day’s remote learning.

Laura Salamone 
English Teacher 
I was surprised by the 
creativity of students. 
Their various craft projects 
included sewing, knitting, 
baking and jewellery making. 
It was great to see many of 
them trying a new skill or 
creating something special. 

Bridget Cowin 
PE Teacher 
I will remember the smiles 
when we greeted each 
other through our cameras, 
the humming to a song in 
the background because 
we forgot to turn off 
our microphone and the 
conversations about life in 
lockdown in between our 
school work. The excitement 
about getting back to school 
and reconnecting with peers 
and colleagues after such a 
long time will stay with me 
always.

There has been a great deal of discussion over the last two 
years about the place of technology in teaching. The consensus 
seems to be that whilst various digital platforms employed by 
schools have been successful, these are not a viable long-term 
replacement for onsite teaching. There is no doubt that the vast 
majority of students and teachers (not to mention parents!) are 
delighted to be back onsite, sharing the same space in a COVID-
safe manner. 

There is one element of technology that has been increasingly 
embraced by students and teachers - online conferencing. 
This is not the teaching of an entire class online, which has 
probably been the most contentious element of remote learning. 
Conferencing involves a small group of students working with 
their teacher on a specific element of learning for a short 
period of time. When learning onsite, this sort of conferencing 
is common and often takes place at recess, lunchtime and after 
school. The difference with online conferencing is that a broader 
range of students have made use of it.

The VCAA written examination period this year has been 
distinguished by the number of students electing to join their 
teachers via Google Meet to fine-tune preparation for the exams. 
In previous years, students would have emailed their teachers 
with questions or travelled to the College to meet with them, 
both time-consuming approaches to revision. This year, teachers 
offered online conferencing and many have reported working 
with more students in the lead up to exams than in previous 
years. 

The importance of this cannot be overstated. 
The weeks immediately preceding the final exams are vital in 
determining students’ success or otherwise. For the students who 
have been working consistently all year, this period of time allows 
them to ensure they have the depth of understanding that will 
help them achieve the strong exam results they are seeking.

This time is equally significant for the student who may not have 
worked as consistently throughout the year. Online conferencing 
has proven to be a boon for such students, allowing them to meet 
with teachers on a regular basis with very little inconvenience.

The use of online conferencing by OLMC’s teachers and VCE 
students has been one of the opportunities created by the 
pandemic and indeed is a development from which students and 
teachers will benefit in the years to come. 

Simon Conlan, Leader of Learning Development 
Andrew Gibson, Curriculum Coordinator

Conferencing 
During COVID

Creating Art 
At Home
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Despite the challenges of remote learning, our Units 3 and 4 
Studio Art, Media and Visual Communication and Design students 
have displayed remarkable resilience, ingenuity and creativity to 
complete and submit their final folios. 

Problem solving is a core focus of our Design, Art and Technology 
courses across the year levels. Our Year 12 students have had to 
consistently draw on this skill to find solutions to creating and 
making art at home. This has sometimes been difficult, but our 
students now have the skills and grit to face any new challenges as 
they embark on the next chapter of their lives.

Mark Jenkinson 
Design, Art & Technology Learning Leader

1. Siena L 2. Alexis M 3. Jessie C 4. Rachel H 
5. Lauren W 6. Tiana L 7. Mila S

Creating Art 
At Home

1. 2. 3.

4. 5.

6.

7.
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Our New 
Spaces

The new canteen features a beautiful mural created by our Class of 2020.
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Our New 
Spaces

Whilst students and staff have been onsite and offsite 
throughout the year, we have continued with the 
OLMC Building Program to replace and add facilities to 
meet the changing curriculum and social needs of our 
students and the pursuit of excellence in learning. 
We have made significant progress over the course of 
this year and have completed the final stage of 
our Master Plan.

The focal point is a new raised and covered walkway 
connecting the Design, Art and Technology Building 
(completed in 2020), to the Hall and the Yarra 
Building, which houses the Learning Commons. 

This new walkway will provide students direct access 
from one side of the College to the other. 

Additional senior classrooms and offices have been 
built above a new canteen and food court. The food 
court will allow students to sit in an undercover area, 
perfect for those wet weather days! Outside, shade 
sails cover concrete and grass seating areas. We look 
forward to students using these spaces in the years to 
come.

These building works were partially funded by 
the School Building Fund and as such reflect the 
generosity and goodwill of OLMC families who have 
contributed over many years. We hope to hold an 
official opening and blessing of the new building in 
early 2022.

Building works are now complete in our new precinct. 
It is fantastic to see years of planning come to fruition. 
We cannot wait to see our students using and 
enjoying the new spaces in 2022.
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Ingrid Laguna
During lockdown at the end of Term 3, 
our Year 7 cohort were fortunate enough 
to attend an online incursion with local 
author Ingrid Laguna. Ingrid’s enthusiastic 
presentation highlighted how authors work, 
how to overcome blocks and challenges 
as part of the process, and some practical 
strategies that the students could use 
when working on their own creative writing 
pieces at school.

Following the Year 7 incursion, Ingrid also ran a workshop for our 
Creative Writing Club participants. The students had a wonderful 
time at this event as they were able to ask a wide range of 
questions and seek feedback on their own writing pieces.

Write a Book in a Day
For the past two years, the students at OLMC have had the opportunity to participate in 
the Write a Book in a Day competition. Open to students throughout Australia, groups 
are tasked with writing an entire story within one single day adhering to a range of 
parameters. Our group this year involved students from Years 7 to 10 and they showed 
immense perseverance and organisational skills, as they had to complete it remotely.

There was much laughter and support as they read each other’s drafts and provided 
constructive feedback to improve the overall piece for the group. The final product was 
titled Hunt for the Golden Pineapple, an adventurous and humorous tale of twin brothers 
who are tasked with finding a lost heirloom at their family’s pineapple themed restaurant.

Anna Apfelstedt, Learning Commons Coordinator 
Anne Morrison, English Learning Leader

Robert Newton
Year 8 students study the novel Runner 
by Robert Newton in English and were 
delighted when Robert happily agreed to 
meet with the students online.

Robert Newton says that the idea for 
Runner originated in his fascination with 
Squizzy Taylor. When he was young, his 
mother used to tell him stories about this 
Melbourne gangster, which stuck with him 
for a lot of his life. 

Newton describes his process of writing to start off as a little seed 
that continues being added to with ideas and information. Then 
when he is confident that he likes the idea and can produce a 
story, he starts to do his research, collecting as much information 
as possible. With enough information, he puts it aside and begins 
writing his story. Newton claims that he can’t plan out his stories 
well, but instead that he just writes them out and lets them flow. 

When creating new characters for his story, Newton likes to 
imagine what his characters look like by drawing them. By doing 
this, he begins to ask questions about this character and begins to 
give his questions answers.

Newton also likes to make sure that whenever he is writing stories 
that are based in different eras he likes to create a story that is not 
a boring history lesson, but rather an engaging and educational 
story that will give the reader some knowledge about the era. 

Nathalie M and Stefania P, 8MED

When I woke up, I looked around the room. I saw my mud-
covered shoes from my walk the previous day, there had been 
a torrential downpour but I needed to escape. Faintly, I could 
hear my mother and father talking in quiet voices, a strained 
laugh followed by breathless sobbing. I could smell no burnt 
toast or fresh fruit like I usually would. I didn’t know if any 
part of this would ever be or feel normal. I felt lost, they had 
abandoned me, surely I had the right to feel that way.

Katelyn D, 10 CBRY

When I woke up I looked around the room. I saw rusty walls the 
colour of dried blood, with peeling posters like relics hanging 
off the walls. Some tally marks, each scraped in a precise line 
with a stained drain just underneath it. 

Boom. A gate. 

Click, click. A lock.

Plonk, plonk, plonk. Footsteps.

Silence. Nothing.

Then a stench, a sour stench, a morbid stench. A stench 
that would forever be on my tongue, like my grandmother’s 
homemade pies. 

I didn’t know if I would ever see her again, especially since 
I didn’t know when I last saw her, or where. The only thing I 
could remember of her was her apple pies and that blanket she 
made for me when I was five. She didn’t have a face, I couldn’t 
remember it. 

Drip. A tear.

Drip, drip. Some more. 

Drip, drip, drip. A whole lot more. 

I slid to the floor, careful to avoid the stains and let the tears fall 
down until there were none left to fall. 

Caitlyn A, 9ESC

Creative 
Writing Student Work
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The learning environments have continued to change and adapt 
throughout the second half of 2021. Some students have thrived 
and made significant gains in their learning and behaviour during 
remote learning. Other students may feel that they have fallen 
behind and forgotten key learning and regular routines. For all 
students there were aspects of the transitions to and from remote 
learning that presented challenges.

The Wellbeing staff at OLMC were focused on helping all students 
feel that they were supported, that they maintained a sense 
of connection and community to OLMC, and that they had 
information about how they could best look after their physical 
and mental health.

The Year Level and House Coordinators wanted to maintain a 
sense of routine for the students, to provide a little normality and 
control. This meant that morning Pastoral Group meetings kept 
happening online, and that the SRC and House Captains led and 
created activities that promoted laughter and connection between 
students. This time was used for Kahoots, student announcements 
and ‘shout outs’. Each Pastoral Group created their own new 
traditions from quirky conversation starters each morning, to 
‘Bring Your Pet to Pastoral’ days, to the sharing of favourite songs; 
there were daily opportunities to check in, 
and to be known.

One of the key themes that emerged this year was ‘we rise by 
lifting others’. House notice boards were filled with comments and 
gratitudes to peers - a way of publicly acknowledging the small 
(and large) acts of kindness, support and empathy within each 
cohort. This theme continued throughout remote learning with 
online ‘shout outs’.

Our Lesson 3 Extended Pastoral Program also kept running. 
This provided opportunities to build on the work of the Resilience 
Project - who presented to all students earlier in the year. Their 
focus on gratitude, empathy, mindfulness and kindness were 
messages we all needed to hear, and helped focus energy on the 
positives as we transitioned back to remote learning.

Additionally, we were able to offer opportunities for students to 
consider their own physical health in sessions where they cooked 
healthy treats such as tahini choc chip biscuits and protein balls. 
Casual discussions were led by external presenter Angelica about 
the importance of sleep, nutrition and activity in maintaining 
mental health. As a follow up to this, students were also able to 
attend an OLMC Mental Health Mini First Aid Course, where they 
learned what signs to look for when they are worried about a 
friend, what supports are available for them, and useful phrases 
and questions to use. We were so lucky to have our Counsellors 
run this in conjunction with a local GP.

We were conscious that for many students there were times that 
remote learning led to a lack of motivation. Winter Olympian 
Steph Prem spoke to students about the idea that one can’t 
rely on motivation but should instead focus on routine and 
determination. For many this rang true; set up the timetable and 
plan and stick to it, just like exercise. This experience of trying to 
maintain routine and having aspirations and hopes beyond school 
was supported by our 2020 Year 12s, who came back to run an 
online panel discussion about getting through VCE online and 
answered questions from the 2021 cohort.

The College Captains and SRC team also initiated and 
implemented an online R U OK Day. They designed activities and 
conversation starters that provided a safe space for students 
to connect with each other online. Year 7s and 12s completed 
this activity together in their Houses, where the Year 12s acted 
as mentors to the younger year levels, giving them their top 
strategies and tips to navigate this uncertain time. 

Given every day now had increased screen time, lots of effort was 
made to allow students opportunities to develop their awareness 
and creativity off the screen. There was a ‘social justice platter’ of 
options to get people out and about such as appreciating nature, 
completing a wardrobe cleanout or creating something beautiful 
or joyful for their community. 

The Year 9 House Vice Captains also ran a House Fashion Week to 
encourage the creativity and artistic talents of the students. This 
connection to House is a vital part of the students’ transition into 
the Senior Pastoral Groups.

Whilst we know there were aspects of 2021 that really tested our 
community, we are so proud of the students for their willingness 
to grow, their openness to new ideas and their creativity and 
sense of community.

Brooke Kilborn, Head of Student Wellbeing 

Supporting Our 
Students Online
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Debating and Public Speaking at OLMC has continued to grow 
and flourish in 2021, despite being in lockdown for much of the 
year. Eight OLMC students participated in the British Parliamentary 
Competition online in October. This was a wonderful new 
experience for the students and they gained an understanding of 
what it would be like to be in Parliament.

Deb Butterworth, Debating and Public Speaking Coordinator

‘The British Parliamentary Competition was a great opportunity 
and I’m really proud of myself for entering. I feel more confident 
in my debating and improvisation; this is a competition that is 
fun and builds confidence in how you speak and deliver your 
arguments.’

Tiffany M, 7AAP

‘It was a wonderful experience and offered me an excellent 
grounding in British Parliamentary style debating, as well as the 
opportunity to develop new skills in a friendly, yet competitive 
environment.’

Alana P, 8LWH

‘The topics were very intriguing and it was a great experience 
for us to develop our debating skills. Overall it was an amazing 
opportunity and I most definitely would consider doing it again 
in the future.’

Aarchi K, 7CCR

British 
Parliament

In Celebration of 
our Delegation

Teaching Health & 
Physical Education Online

Each year we assemble a team of students to represent OLMC 
at the UNAA Model United Nations Conference for secondary 
schools. This year, Delegation OLMC represented Indonesia, 
Jamaica and France at a summit on ocean conservation. We 
learnt about the emerging ‘blue economy,’ and what it means for 
the world, and we explored global approaches to climate change 
management. 

Melissa Di Giacomo, Languages and English Teacher

‘I was nervous going in to Model UN for the first time this year, 
but I ended up having so much fun on the day!’

Bethany F, 11 AGGL

‘By the time we had presented our position statement, I was 
exhilarated. The option and chance to attack other country’s 
positions and opinions whilst also gaining support from other 
countries on our own thoughts was a great experience.’

Tiara L, 10 MFKO

‘I have improved my public speaking and debating skills and feel 
more confident discussing issues with people.’

Ella P, 11 LKPA
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As this latest stint of online learning ends, I have had 
the opportunity to reflect on some of the strategies 
the Health & Physical Education (HPE) team have used 
to keep our students engaged while working online.

In HPE this term, a number of teachers have asked for 
song requests that our students would like to have 
playing when they jump on their class Google Meet. 
Some classes have run step challenges across the 
week, sit up challenges in class, and ‘Minute to Win 
It’ challenges to break up a lesson. One of our senior 
classes popped their runners on for a walking lecture. 

In HPE classes, students have also had the opportunity 
to do their own chosen workout. This might be a run 
around the neighbourhood, shooting some hoops in 
the backyard, or doing a favourite workout online. 
Our students have shared photos and links to these 
workouts as their evidence. 

During classes onsite, students often have the 
opportunity to receive feedback from their teacher or 
their classmates. To replicate this experience online, 
students picked a skill they would like to master, 
which ranged from backflips on home trampolines to 
juggling with oranges. Students submitted a video 
of themselves before they began practising their 
specific skill and then a video of themselves after they 
had completed a block of skill practice. They could 
send their video to their teacher or a peer to get 
advice, compare it to an elite athlete performing the 

same skill, or ask for valuable tips from parents and 
siblings. Students were not assessed on their actual 
performance of the skill, but on how well they could 
explain how they used the feedback they received.

While we have had to cancel a number of our regular 
excursions, we have had some very successful 
online incursions. Our Year 9 students have had the 
opportunity to continue their Self Defence lessons with 
Hall’s Taekwondo running sessions through a Google 
Meet. Our Units 1 and 2 Health & Human Development 
students had the benefit of listening to Ms Omizzolo 
talk about pregnancy and being a mother, learning 
about the three stages of prenatal development and 
how a young child will develop physically, intellectually, 
socially and emotionally.

I am very proud of the way we have been able to 
adapt the curriculum in an effort to keep our students 
engaged and motivated during remote learning. I am 
also very proud of all our students who continued to 
do their best online and who made every effort to stay 
active during our lessons.

Megan Edwards 
Health & Physical Education Learning Leader

Teaching Health & 
Physical Education Online
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During the last week of September, Mercy 
people from around the world gathered remotely 
for what were titled ‘Generative Conversations’. 
These week-long conversations challenged 
participants to explore how we live Merc 
now (‘Mercying’) and what this might look 
like in the future.

Here at OLMC, we seek to always be in relationship 
with God and with others. For a very long time OLMC 
students, staff and families have been involved in many 
social justice programs. COVID-19 has changed the way 
we seek to be in relationships with others and whilst 
barriers were placed before us, students and staff have 
constantly sought new ways to connect. As well as 
celebrating Mercy Day in September, here are some of 
our works of Mercy in 2021.

We continue in hope that in 2022 we can extend the 
opportunities for us to walk with others, in our Mercy 
Tradition, as we seek to be God’s loving presence in 
our world.

The Ministry Team

Mercying
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Exodus Community 
Hampers
Unfortunately, we couldn’t go ahead with Camp Heide this year, 
but a group of generous staff members made up hampers for 
the families in West Heidelberg who missed out on the camp. 
The packages included a ‘Make It Yourself’ brownie kit, and our 
Social Justice Student Leaders wrote beautiful letters to the 
children to accompany the kits, where they shared their own 
experiences of lockdown.

St Pius X Primary School 
Connections
Our Year 9 Horizon Program has a long-standing relationship with 
St Pius X and this semester, students have worked on recording 
videos where they read aloud their favourite book from their 
primary school days; writing letters and providing stationery packs 
to each Grade 2-6 student; designing and creating Maths activities; 
and conducting Christmas baking tutorials. Our Year 7 Class 
Captains also filmed videos for Grade 6 students, reflecting on 
their own journey of starting secondary school.

Online Raffle
OLMC usually hosts a High Tea in September to raise funds to 
support McAuley Community Services for Women (MCSW). 
Restrictions this year meant that we were not able to run this 
event. However, the College was still able to support MCSW 
through an online raffle. Our goal was to raise over $5000 and 
thanks to the strong support of our community, we have raised 
over $8,000.

Baskets of Joy for 
Christmas
Following the success of last year’s hampers, students have 
contributed food items to ‘Baskets of Joy’ that will be delivered to 
families in the Exodus Community, helping make their Christmas 
more joyful.

This year, the baskets will include some extra-special Christmas 
decorations and craft kits, hand-made by our VCAL students. 
Students researched, designed and planned the crafting of wooden 
ornaments to include in each basket.

Period Poverty
The Feminist Collective were very excited to launch the College’s 
inaugural Period Poverty Day in November, where students and 
staff painted their fingernails red and collected sanitary products 
for MCSW. The event raised awareness of the effects of a lack of 
access to sanitary products, and the need for education about 
menstrual health and hygiene.
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After many of our camps were cancelled in 2021, we were 
delighted to be able to hold a number of outdoor adventure day 
camps for our Year 7 and Year 9 students late in the year.

Four Year 9 Pastoral Groups travelled to the Horizon Camp venue 
in Wonga Park and participated in abseiling, bushwalking and 
a number of fun tasks in ‘Challenge Valley’. The themes of the 
days were ‘challenge by choice’ and ‘reconnection’, enabling the 
students to make decisions, work together and push themselves 
out of their comfort zones.

Our Year 7 students also took part in a fun day camp at Alexandra 
Adventure Resort, which included high ropes, a giant swing, flying 
fox, archery and rock climbing.

Camp Days
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Reunions
Reunions are important to the College as they enable us to share 
in the lives and achievements of past pupils and to share current 
news about life at OLMC. We were lucky enough this year to be 
able to hold reunions for the Classes of 1960 and 1961, and 1970 
and 1971 before restrictions came back in to force. There were other 
planned reunions during the past two years that were sadly not 
able to go ahead. We are hoping to have a big year of reunions in 
2022 to make up for these missed events. 

If you would like to start organising a reunion, please contact 
the College. Organising a reunion is a big task and we are 
happy to help, in whatever way we can. The College can provide 
considerable support and advice, from providing a venue, helping 
with advertising or helping to track down contact details for your 
Year Group.

Reunion groups are named by their final year, which is the year 
a student did or would have completed Year 12 or equivalent. 
For example, if you left OLMC in Year 11 (Form 5) in 1976, your 
graduating year would have been 1977 – therefore you are part of 
the Class of 1977.

All reunions and events at the College will be run in compliance 
with all COVID safe guidelines. 

Contact Us

Marie Jenkins is the ‘go-to’ person based at the College for all 
matters pertaining to Past Pupils and reunions.

T: 9455 7571  E: mjenkins@olmc.vic.edu.au

Follow us on 
social media
Stay connected with OLMC on our social media channels. 
We’ll be sharing regular news, student achievements and 
stories from around the College.

Scoring Goals
OLMC congratulates Alex S (Class of 2015) on being chosen to 
represent the Australian Opals at the 2021 FIBA Asia Cup. This is an 
exciting achievement and one that she has been working towards 
for a long time. Alex scored eight points in the bronze medal 
playoff where the Opals defeated Korea to take the medal. 

Alex left OLMC to study at the Australian Institute of Sport and 
concentrate on her Basketball career. After leaving the AIS Alex 
spent four years in North Carolina playing for the Wake Forest 
University team. She returned to Perth in 2020 and signed her first 
professional contract with the Perth Lynx of the Women’s National 
Basketball League (WNBL). In 2021, Alex joined the Willetton 
Tigers and then recommitted to the Lynx for the 2021–22 WNBL 
season. 

Alex is definitely on the path to becoming one of Australia’s next 
stars. We wish her well in her basketball career.

@OLMCHeidelberg3084 @olmcheidelberg linkedin.com/school/
olmc-heidelberg
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