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Topping This
and That

Two students received perfect scores of 50 – Carmel Italiano in Italian and
Olivia Voulgaris (Year 11) in Biology.

On 10 February, the College welcomed back our
2020 high achievers and formally recognised their
accomplishments at the first assembly for 2021.
In the presence of our current Year 12 students and
streamed into classrooms across the school, we
celebrated and acknowledged our ‘Top 10’ students
and those who had achieved the top score in each VCE,
VET and VCAL subject.
Co n gra tula t ions t o t he fol l owi n g ‘Top 1 0 ’
g radu a te s w hos e ATA R s c ore s r an g e d from
97 .4 0 to 99. 70.
Carmel Italiano (Dux)

99.70

Emily Newell

98.35

Mei-Ling Spencer-He

99.55

Quyen Nguyen

97.80

Amy Shaw

98.65

Minami Adcock

97.65

Lidia Mocibob

98.40

Karina Lewis

97.45

Eleanor Jones

98.35

Isabella Mikus

97.40

Hindsight
and advice

The assembly also provided the opportunity to acknowledge students who
received tertiary scholarships. Congratulations to:
•

Nina Andrighetto - Swinburne Business Information
Technology (Professional) Scholarship Program

•

Sara Anderson - Vice Chancellor’s Scholarship at Swinburne
University of Technology

•

Emily Newell - Melbourne Principals’ Scholarship at the
University of Melbourne

•

Emily Ritoli, Amy Shaw and Mia Tascone – La Trobe University Vice
Chancellor’s Excellence Scholarship

•

Keely Bennett - ACU Elite Athlete & Performer Program

Principal, Judith Weir, congratulated the award winners and extended a
message to all members of the Class of 2020:
To those who may be watching from home, I want you to know that
when we speak of the successes of the Class of 2020 we are speaking
about all of you. Despite all the challenges that were thrown at you last
year, you did not lose sight of your goals or your hopes for the future.
You didn’t give up and you rose to the heights we knew you could reach.
We are immensely proud of all that you have achieved and I hope your
successes are so much sweeter because of the adversity in which they
were achieved.

The Assembly in February provided the College Dux,
Carmel Italiano, with an opportunity to publicly thank
her teachers and family and to share some wisdom
and advice with current VCE students. Extracts from
her words of wisdom are reproduced here.
What I learnt last year, and what I really want to emphasise, is how
important it is to take care of yourself, remembering that even though our
ATAR results are important, they don’t define who we are and what we
have to offer. Yes, you should absolutely still try your best, but ultimately
the most important thing is that you have a healthy perspective about
what really matters. I encourage you to think about what things you will
do this year to relax, enjoy yourself and take your mind off school. Don’t
be afraid to take a break from study and if you do decide to take a break,
don’t feel guilty.
I would suggest working together with your classmates and friends and
helping each other out as much as possible, because not only will you
learn from helping others but also the better the cohort performs, the
better each individual result will be. Most importantly, use your teachers.
After all they are there to help you, so don’t be afraid to ask them as many
questions as you need until you are confident.
Lastly, have confidence in yourselves, because anyone can achieve a great
result as long as you are willing to work hard for it. Remember that Year 12
is just one year and you want to make sure it counts. So find your source of
motivation, like your goals and the things you are looking forward to after
exams. This will help to keep you in a positive mindset and get you through
the stressful times. At the end of the day, a great score will be whatever
you achieve, knowing that you gave it your best shot.
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Reserved for
the Principal
Now I am revealing new things to you,
created just now this very moment.
Isaiah 48:6-16
This scripture passage from Isaiah was chosen as
our theme for 2021 because it holds a place for us
as a Catholic school in the Mercy Tradition. The text
challenges us as people of Mercy to be open and
attentive to the active presence of God in our lives
and our world, and it became increasingly apt as we
commenced 2021 with some uncertainty about the
remainder of the year. In so many ways in 2020, we
were shown new ways of living, learning, interacting
and supporting each other, and it is fitting that we
embrace and build on the opportunities that these
new approaches have presented us.
To celebrate all that our students have achieved in the
first half of this year is such a blessing. So much of last
year was spent at home, so we have relished every
opportunity this semester to engage with our students
and families and celebrate being part of the OLMC
community.
Students have once again inspired me by their
openness and willingness to embrace opportunities
to forge their own messages. In a variety of different
ways, our students have claimed their voice and
agency and shared this to make a difference or to
engage with each other.
We celebrated International Women’s Day with a
wonderful video created and shared by students
through our morning Pastoral time. The theme this
year was ‘Choose to Challenge’. It was powerful to
see so many students and teachers share their views
about what it means to challenge inequality, gender
bias and injustice. I was particularly impressed by their
understanding of using their voice to challenge.

Our Student Leaders are now provided the
opportunity to lead all of our whole-school assemblies.
For the Term II Assembly, they chose the theme of
‘Empowerment’ and spoke powerfully about the ways
in which we can support each other in finding our
voice and acting to change the harmful attitudes,
views and actions of others. It was humbling to know
that they felt free to share their views and could offer
a student perspective on issues facing young women
today. The key message they shared was: ‘When you
empower someone, you are helping them to have the
confidence and determination to turn their intentions
into actions. Empowerment can be as simple as telling
someone you are proud of how hard they are trying, or
even just checking in.’ They encouraged each other to
rise by lifting others.
The M2 Senior Production this year was ‘War of the
Worlds’. We were so excited to once again welcome
students, staff and families to the Mercedes Hogan
Theatre to enjoy live performances. The planning for
this production had to include the possibility that we
may not be able to gather and that it would have to
move to being an online or live streamed event. The
cast took an original radio play and crafted it so that
it represented the past and the present. The students
from both Colleges were outstanding and it was such
a celebration of the talent of our young people.
Whilst the Swimming Carnival was postponed due to
COVID, the Athletics Carnival went on. Participation
this year was outstanding. It was such a credit to
students from every year level who competed in
track and field events. If their talents did not lie in
the traditional track and field, they signed up for the
novelty events. The day gave us a much-welcomed
chance to come together as community to celebrate
being young, vibrant and alive.
Our students have not had their spirits dampened,
nor have they lost the sense of community that
characterises what it means to be an OLMC student. In
every respect, they have continued to live as Catherine
McAuley suggests – ‘as shining lamps’ for others.
Judith Weir

CapeStreet cover image:
			

Year 9 students Eliza Trewella (left), Tahlia Beninati and Natasha Jayasuriya showcase their
sculptural hats (refer page 11).
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ST U D EN T

LEA D ER SH IP R OLE

Eliza Corcoran

College Captain

Catherine Tootell

College Captain

Aleesha Simoncini

Faith and Justice Captain

Cecilia Quinn

Faith and Justice Captain

Kavindi De Silva

Communications Captain

Siena Lentini

Communications Captain

Mandolin Marriner

Arts Captain

Isabella Tsaketas

Arts Captain

Jasmine Getson

Sport Captain

Laura Gatt

Sport Captain

Millie Cross

Carmel House Captain

Alannah Howe

Carmel House Captain

The Student Leadership Team has identified many individual and collective goals for 2021. Some goals are
directly aligned with our leadership portfolios, while others are more broadly focused on school culture.

Latisha Cunsolo

Loreto House Captain

School culture is defined and described in multiple ways, but for our Team we associated this term with the
beliefs, values and habits that can shape a vibrant environment and that all members of the school community
can contribute to and support. Coming out of 2020 and into this new year, we wanted our school to be a
place where every student is able to be proud of themselves, their achievements and their resilience, whether
academically, in activities outside of school, or in their relationships with family and friends.

Madhurika Ishtaweera Loreto House Captain
Abbey Baldwin

McAuley House Captain

Eliza Bannan

McAuley House Captain

Alison Ball

Mercy House Captain

Lucy Bult

Mercy House Captain

Welcome and
Investiture Liturgies
In early February, several special liturgies were held
to mark the significant 2021 ‘threshold’ experiences
of our students – a new school year, a new Year 7
cohort, and a new Student Leadership Team.
Social distancing regulations limited the number of
attendees, nonetheless livestreaming technologies
and our highly adept ICT staff facilitated widespread
participation within the classrooms and homes of the
school community.
The Opening School Mass and Investiture of Leaders
was celebrated on 3 February. Through prayer,
scripture readings and song, staff and students
sought the blessings of God and each other for a
successful and happy school year. They pledged their
commitment to doing the best they could to support
each other and the school.
The official investiture of our Year 12 Student
Leadership Team enabled the school community
to acknowledge the significant leadership roles
that students had taken on, and the student leaders
themselves sought prayerful support for the success
of their endeavours. The College congratulated and
thanked the students who were voted by their
peers to initiate and support student-led activities
within and across year levels and on behalf of the
College community.
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The Year 7 Welcome Mass in mid February officially
marked the beginning of the cohort’s journey at OLMC.
The Year 12 Leaders presented each girl with a candle,
with the intention being that the candle symbolise the
sharing of their inner light and warmth with others.
Father Kevin Hennessey, who celebrated the Mass,
encouraged students to light their candle when they
sought courage, when they felt joy and when they
needed support. The thoughtfully prepared prayers,
readings and rituals, along with an enthusiastic choir,
all combined to ensure an uplifting liturgy and a
memorable expression of welcome for our Year 7s.

Student Leaders’
Vision for 2021

So far, we have focused on the different ways that students can foster a healthy and loving relationship with
themselves, which will in turn extend to those who surround them. In addition to the College values of justice,
compassion, courage and joy, we have chosen several other values that will guide our work as leaders in 2021:
Kindness
At OLMC, we value being friendly, generous, and
considerate to others. Showing kindness can have
a great impact on a person’s day or even week and
can be shown in many ways, even something as
small as smiling at people they walk past.
Getting involved
Participation is a fundamental part of creating
a supportive and enthusiastic community.
Therefore it is essential that as leaders we
encourage everyone to participate in school
events in an inclusive and engaging way. We think
it is important to challenge ourselves, to try new
things and to develop new skills - this is what will
make us continue to grow and to learn.
Gratitude
We acknowledge and are grateful for the variety
of opportunities offered to us at OLMC and we
fully appreciate the time and energy that goes into
creating such positive learning experiences for all of
us. It is important to focus on the small things we are
grateful for and the positives in our lives.

Raising others up
Raising others encourages a supportive environment
at OLMC where everyone feels included and uplifted
by their peers. In a world where it is easy to bring
people down, we believe that acknowledging the
achievements of our peers and focusing on what we
can do is important for our collective wellbeing.
Gender empowerment
As an all girls’ school, OLMC encourages the ongoing
support of each other, and empowering all genders
to influence change for the better in the community.
Solidarity with and empowerment of women enables
us to make our own decisions, helping us reach our
full potential and challenge the world to make it a
better place.
Self-love
Self-love allows us to express our appreciation for
who we are and what we do. It helps us to not only
be better versions of ourselves, but to extend that
love to each other. For us, self-love places high
importance on being a good friend to yourself. You
are important, you are valued and you are strong.
It’s time to start treating yourself as you would your
closest friend. Maybe self-love can be expressed
in writing self-affirmations, or calling out your own
negative thoughts.

We believe that empowerment, kindness, affirmation and gratitude come from within, and that our role as leaders
is to not only enact and model these values but to celebrate them in others. So we have assigned to ourselves
the responsibility of doing a good deal of the heavy lifting, in the hope that our voice, agency and leadership
motivate and inspire all students to think, feel and act in similar ways.
We will report back later in the year about what we achieved in the fulfilment of these goals. But at this
half-way mark, we express a deep gratitude to the students and staff who are generously embracing and
supporting our efforts.
2021 Student Leadership Team
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Welcome
In February, we welcomed Shane Taylor to the College as our new Faith and Mission Coordinator.
Here Shane tells us a little about himself and his first six months at OLMC.
In my 25th year of working in Catholic congregational
schools, I have had the opportunity to explore the
giftedness of several religious orders’ charisms and
spiritualities and been challenged about how I can
live the Gospel. I feel so blessed to now join the faith
community of OLMC as I seek to journey with, listen
to and learn from those living Mercy.

Since my arrival at OLMC, I have found the staff,
students and families to be very warm and
welcoming. I am loving working with my Year 9 and
Year 11 RE classes as we explore, share and learn
together. I have also been blessed to work with Year
12 Student Leaders, in particular Cecilia and Aleesha
as Faith and Justice Captains.

I am a passionate teacher of Texts and Traditions
(Luke) and Religious Education. In earlier years
I have taught Music and Food Technology. I love
scripture and liturgy – they invite our young people
into a relationship with God, and they challenge us
to reflect, engage and seek new ways of building a
kingdom of justice, love and peace.

I have been inspired by the commitment and
dedication of the teaching and support staff, in
particular, those in the RE team who dream, plan
and review how best we can encounter God present
and active in our lives. Overall, it has been a deeply
rewarding start to my tenure at OLMC.

Social Justice Exchange
with Local Catholic
Parishes

(Friends Igniting Reconciliation through Education),
the Feminist Collective, the Faith Animation Group,
the Eco Justice Team, the Exodus Outreach Team
and the St Pius Primary School Reading Group
in West Heidelberg. They also spoke of outreach
activities with the MITA Detention Centre,
immersion experiences with St Theresa’s School
in Johannesburg, South Africa, and various
fundraising campaigns for McAuley Community
Services for Women.

The common good, on the other
hand, is much more than the sum
of individual interests. It moves
from ‘what is best for me’ to ‘what
is best for everyone’. It embraces
everything which brings a people
together: common purpose, shared
values, ideas which help us to look
beyond our limited individual
horizons.
Pope Francis, Puerto Rico ‘Ad Limina’ Visit,
August 2015
On 13 May, Year 10 students Isabella Kos and Katelyn
Davis, along with Judith Weir and me, represented
OLMC at a forum of three local Catholic secondary
schools and members of the parishes of St Thomas
the Apostle North Greensborough, St Mary’s
Greensborough, and Sacred Heart Diamond Creek.
The forum was initiated by parishioners following
their Plenary Council conversations and prayers.
The intention was to explore how our local schools
and parishes might collectively share in the works of
mercy and justice.
The representatives of each school and parish group
described their initiatives. Isabella and Katelyn spoke
eloquently and passionately about OLMC activities
through groups that included the FIRE Carriers
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Shane Taylor, Faith and Mission Coordinator

Ms Weir and I were extremely proud of Isabella
and Katelyn’s presentation. It was equally uplifting
to then participate in the discussions about
shared enterprises and collective actions that could
be pursued.
We asked the girls to share with CapeStreet readers a
key ‘takeaway’ from their experience of the forum.
For me, the forum was a chance to hear directly
from the students of other schools in our
community about what they do for social justice.
There were new ideas presented to me that I never
would have considered had I not gone. In all, it was
a wonderful experience to engage more with other
schools in the local area. Katelyn Davis
I was inspired by our guest speaker, Michelle. Her
words detailed her journey as a young person
devoting her time to social justice. Through the St
Vincent de Paul Society, Michelle was exposed to
many different situations that changed her life. I
discovered that when young people unite with the
older generation, we are at our strongest in making
a difference. I knew then that it was for this reason
that we were gathered there. Isabella Kos
Congratulations and thank you Isabella and Katelyn
for giving voice so powerfully to the beliefs and
actions of your peers here at OLMC.
Shane Taylor, Faith and Mission Coordinator

Social Justice
Back in Full Force
Social Justice is at the heart of the OLMC Mission.
Both students and staff volunteers were disappointed
to have to put many of our great community projects
on hold in 2020.

This year, with OLMC’s state of the art Food
Technology kitchens and serving areas, we were able
to host our guests right here in our beautiful new
Design, Art and Technology Centre.

As restrictions lifted over this semester, we were able
to reignite two of our most cherished programs in the
nearby community of Heidelberg West.

Our dinner was held on 19 May and it was a special
evening for all involved. In Lesson 4, we were lucky
to team up with the Horizon Program. A team of
expert Year 9 shoppers went to buy fruit and then
created decorative fruit gift hampers with personalised
messages for our guests. Another group of Year 9
students prepped the 3-course dinner; arranging
cheese platters, cutting vegetables and making an
apple crumble.

Our Year 10 students raced with enthusiasm to
volunteer for the St Pius Reading Club on Tuesday
afternoons at St Pius X Primary School. This program,
coordinated by St Vincent de Paul, is a much loved
part of our community outreach program. Our girls are
such naturals with the primary school children, quickly
developing friendships and displaying maturity in their
roles as mentors.
Harry Potter Day was a particular highlight. Miriam
Margoyles (via Zoom) and Michael Whalley (in person),
actors from the stage and screen, came to talk to the
children, all dressed up in their best Hogwarts outfits.
Our Year 10 girls were perhaps the most excited of all
to meet the Harry Potter stars.
Another highlight of Term 2 was the inaugural ‘An
Evening in Heidelberg’ event, where we hosted 21
guests from the Exodus Community of Heidelberg
West for a special night out. Over many years, OLMC
has worked with Brother Harry from the Exodus
Community as part of our Bell Bardia program, where
we have cooked dinners for people in need living in
subsidised housing.
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After school, our Year 11 and 12 volunteers arrived to
continue the cooking and prepare the event. As the
guests arrived, VCE piano student Carla de Vuono
played in the entrance to create a beautiful musical
ambiance. Perhaps the most significant part of this
event was having the students sit down to share
dinner and chat with our guests in the true Mercy spirit
of extending hospitality.
Subsequent dinners have been planned, despite the
temporary setback of the recent lockdown, and we
look forward to welcoming more groups to the school
next semester.
Lauren Marquet, Social Justice Coordinator

Year 7
‘Best Bits’ So Far

PASTORAL
Zoe Delia, 7CCR

Our Year 7 students have had a strong start to their
secondary schooling, though it has not been without some
setbacks. Inclement weather and COVID restrictions
caused them to miss out on the House Swimming
Carnival, the Year 7 Camp and GSV Finals.
They have made up for this tenfold in other areas
of College life, as verified here in the ‘best bits’
reflections of some Year 7s.

Our Pastoral Group is like our own little
family in our big school. We all came from
a range of different primary schools so we
had a lot to get to know about each other.
Our Pastoral Leader, Ms Crupi, makes
Pastoral so much fun. Each morning we
pray together and then play games such
as our favourite, Kahoot! Pastoral helps
us to connect and grow together and we
are always helping each other. I think our
Pastoral has made the start of Year 7 so
much easier for all of us. We can’t wait for
the rest of the fun that Year 7 will bring.

COLLEGE TOURS
Hanna Waters, 7HGI

GSV SPORT
Zarah Lescun-Puro, 7DDA
There are so many sports to try at OLMC!
So far this year, I have participated in Tennis,
Hockey, Cross Country, Badminton and
Triathlon. I like playing GSV (Girls’ Sport
Victoria) because it’s fun to try all of the
different sports and compete against all
of the other GSV schools. It is also fun
because we get to play with the Year 8s
as well and make friends in the higher year
levels. I am really looking forward to trying
Volleyball and Athletics because they seem
like they are going to be fun and exciting. I
really like GSV at OLMC and I can’t wait to
keep participating every year.

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL
Stefania Angerosa, 7AAP
Hannah Kulkens, 7HGI
Representing Year 7 on the SRC is an
important job with so many amazing
opportunities. When we were selected
to be Year 7 SRC captains, we were both
so excited to have the opportunity to be
a part of something bigger in our school
community. We wanted to make all of
the Year 7s have a voice and share their
opinions and great ideas with everyone.
We have been given so many great
opportunities as Year 7 SRC, including,
speaking in front of the whole school and
at different year level assemblies, running
fundraising activities and promoting events.
SRC has given us a bigger voice and has
helped to make a bridge between the Year
12 Leadership Team and the Year 7 students.
We are really enjoying our role and are
looking forward to the rest of the year and
the exciting things coming our way.

When I was first asked to be a student
representative at College Tours, I was very
excited to be involved. During a College
Tour, you need to be able to speak well and
have a good knowledge of the school, so I
knew that this was a big responsibility.
My responsibilities include greeting
the attendees, talking about my Year 7
experiences and taking part in a Q & A
session. I have really enjoyed speaking
about what I love about OLMC and my
experiences of Year 7 so far.
Thanks to these College Tours, I have
gained more confidence in public speaking
and have a greater understanding of all of
the things on offer across all year levels at
OLMC. It is a great way to be involved and I
can’t wait for more opportunities.

MUSIC
Loren Ruzzene, 7LSA
Year 7 has been amazing so far, full of
exciting classes, fun excursions and great
opportunities. A highlight for me has been
OLMC’s Music program. In early Term 2,
there was an opportunity to apply for a
Music Scholarship for Year 7 and 8 students.
I previously had little experience with music
and instruments so it was amazing to be
accepted into the program. I am currently
learning the flute and it is a really fun
instrument to play. I am also starting in the
Concert Band, along with other Year 7s and
8s. I am really excited for Music Camp in
August and all the future concerts to come!

Dare 2
Donate Success
On Friday 7 May, the Student Leadership Team
hosted our annual Dare 2 Donate day to raise money
for McAuley Community Services for Women. The day
was a success, with $3,864.10 raised by our students
and staff.

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
Eva Silic, 7LSA
I have been doing Athletics since I was in
Grade 3 and I really enjoy it, so as soon as I
heard about the House Athletics Carnival I
was looking forward to it.
I arrived at school and went to the House
Stations to add some more McAuley House
colour to my outfit. Once I got my red face
paint, ribbons and hair spray, I was ready
to represent my House! At the track, I was
amazed by how many people go to OLMC.
It was great to see them all in one place. It
was exciting to meet people from different
Houses and different year levels and I really
enjoyed competing in as many events
as I could.
For us Year 7s, the Athletics Carnival was
a great way to try new things, meet new
people and catch up with friends. I am
looking forward to many more House
Carnivals in the years ahead.
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Dare 2 Donate involves students daring staff members
to dress up, perform, or do a task for a day. Donation
targets are set for each dare and, if reached, the staff
involved have to complete the dare. All of the money
raised is donated to McAuley Community Services for
Women, an organisation that supports women and their
children to be safe from family violence by providing
24/7 crisis support and temporary accommodation.

NEW SUBJECTS
Tiffany Moutsos, 7AAP
Starting Year 7 was a big change from
primary school. We welcomed new
challenges, new routines and new subject
areas. For the majority of us, many of
our Year 7 subjects were brand new, like
Humanities, Performing Arts, Languages
and DigiTech. Humanities is my personal
favourite! I enjoy learning about the
values of different cultures, how history
has evolved and how it shapes today’s
society. Humanities helps us to understand
the world we live in and gives us tools to
imagine the future.

This year, over 50 dares were completed by staff. Some
fan favourites were Mr Renkin dressing up as a clown,
Ms Nash as a fairy, Reception staff changing the sound
of the bell throughout the day, Mr Smithers wearing
all of his Melbourne Demons merch, Mrs Jones and Mr
Watson performing ‘A Whole New World’ from Aladdin,
Mr Balme singing a Christmas carol in his Santa suit
and Ms Weir singing the school song, ‘Duce Maria’. The
Student Leadership Team also stepped up to perform in
a dance battle against the Maths Department staff.

Throughout the remainder of the year, we
will begin to unpack History, Government
and Democracy, and Aboriginal Studies.
I am really interested in Government and
Democracy so I can’t wait to start learning
about it!

The College congratulates all involved in this fantastic
day and, on behalf of McAuley Community Services
for Women, thanks students and staff for their
generous donations.
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Room D110: Our Very
Own ‘House of OLMC’

Our current Year 12s with Lusia Haberfeld in 2019

Holocaust and
Memoir

The joy of dressing is an art.

3.

In February this year, George Ginzburg, 97, who
survived three years in Auschwitz and escaped during
its evacuation in the infamous 1945 death march,
died in Melbourne. In June, David Dushman, 98, the
last surviving Russian soldier involved in the liberation
of Auschwitz, died in Europe. In Israel, it is estimated
that 900 elderly Holocaust survivors died from
Covid-19 in 2020.
OLMC students are acutely aware of this historical
inevitability — and their responsibility — when they
interact with a Holocaust survivor as part of the Year
10 World War Two History elective. The Holocaust
unit within this elective includes a visit to Melbourne’s
Jewish Holocaust Museum (JHM), where students
have the opportunity to meet and talk with a
Holocaust survivor.
More than six million Jews were murdered by Nazi
Germany and its collaborators during World War
Two. Research tells us that, as time fades and
survivors disappear, awareness of that harrowing
reality is waning among young people. The power of
interacting with an individual survivor is that it puts
a face to the suffering, creating a layer of meaning
beyond the overwhelming statistics.
Before visiting the JHM, we study the memoir of the
Holocaust survivor they are to meet. Getting to know
the stories of these survivors enables students to
progress beyond mere narrative, enabling them to
ask deeper questions and engage on a personal level.
In an age of mass media consumption, including the
proliferation of conspiracy theories and disinformation,
this level of authenticity has a particular importance
for contemporary students. OLMC students pledge to
bear witness to the story, and to honour it by standing
up to hatred and prejudice.
Over the past two years, students have studied Guta
Goldstein’s memoir before meeting her. Each year it
has been an online meeting due to COVID. Guta was
a nine-year-old in the Polish city of Lodz when the
Germans invaded in 1939. She survived unspeakable
conditions in the Lodz Ghetto and was sent to
Auschwitz on a cattle train, where she was separated
from her young cousin and beloved aunt on the
railway platform. Both were sent to the gas chambers.
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John Galliano, British-Spanish fashion designer

If you happen to walk through the beautiful grounds of the College and reach the new Design, Art
& Technology (DAT) Centre, you might stumble upon room D110 – our self-styled ‘House of OLMC’
fashion studio. This is where Year 9 and 10 students are designing and creating fashion accessories
and sculptural bodices that are inspired by artists and the haute couture runways of Paris, New
York and London.

Guta ended the war working as a chambermaid for
German officers at a slave labour camp in a German
village. As well as the horrors of the ghetto and
Auschwitz, she recounts the humanity of a German
civilian who used to hide scraps of food for some of the
Jewish girls, and her joy at being liberated by Americans
in 1945, soon after her 15th birthday.

Our Year 9 Fashion Accessories and Year 10 Sculptural Fashion classes are designing works that
have a strong focus on materials and construction techniques. These are combined into a 3D form
to present a cohesive idea or theme.

Year 10 student, Amy Cortese, said this of her meeting
with Guta:

This year's brief for the Fashion Accessories classes was to create sculptural hats to be worn at
the Met Gala. A constraint given to the students was that most of the hat should consist of paper
construction. Therefore, testing a variety of folding and assembly techniques was an important
element at the design stage. Researching paper sculpture artists was also the key to opening up
our minds to the possibilities of this everyday material.

It was a very special experience, especially since
we will be the last generation to hear from actual
survivors. It was heart wrenching to hear what she
had to go through at a young age, but it was also
very inspiring because Guta now is a very happy
and kind woman.

Meanwhile, in Fashion Sculpture, the students’ brief was to celebrate the natural world through
wearable bodices. This time students were not limited to certain materials – only by their
imagination! Because each bodice is an individual creation, with no constraints on materials, it
was up to the students to identify the construction skills they needed to learn to create their
designs. This meant that at any one time in the studio, there were students sewing, glueing, felting,
beading, wire twisting, paper mache making and fabric dyeing.

Caroline Tomy, now in Year 11, says she learnt from Guta
that ‘hatred is not something a person is born with; it is
learnt. And if you can learn hate, you can also learn love
and compassion’.
The current Year 12 students were the last cohort to
visit the JHM in person (again, due to COVID). They met
Lusia Haberfeld, a Polish girl who survived on her good
luck and sharp wits in Auschwitz, where she ran errands
for SS guards. She also survived a ‘death march’ in the
closing stages of the war, and was still only 13 when
she was liberated by the British army at Bergen-Belsen
in 1945.

At OLMC, our Year 9 and 10 Fashion courses are a pathway to Studio Arts at VCE. In the
production of their pieces, students are learning about the importance of the art elements and
principles, as well as the design and studio processes. In VCE Studio Arts, students then have the
option to create garments and accessories as their chosen art medium.

4.

Room D110 is a wonderful ‘laboratory’ for the fashionistas amongst our OLMC students. As you
pass by or enter this room and other nearby DAT classrooms, be prepared for a spike in visual
delights and a surge of admiration for the thoughtful, innovative and creative skills of our artisans.
Mark Jenkinson, Design, Art and Technology Learning Leader

‘Lusia had a significant impact on our class,’ recalls
current Year 12 student Nicola El Cheikh.
Of course, when learning the content, you understand
the terrible nature of such a horrendous time, but
having someone come forward with their own
experiences of the events you have studied completely
alters your own perspective. I don’t think anyone from
our class will ever forget about the beautiful lady with
a troubled past and a faded tattoo on her arm.

1. Lily Lucas 2. Isa Sebastian 3. Mia Alisandratos 4. Rylee Monaghan 5. Genevieve Quinn 6. Angelique Micallef

5.

6.

Patrick Smithers, English and Humanities Teacher
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EXTENSION PROGRAMS

Language Learning
Its Multiple Value-Adds

Full Steam
Ahead
In Semester 1, the College introduced a new Science
and Technology co-curricular program in STEAM for
Years 7-8 students. ‘STEAM Extension’ is a flexible and
fun after-school program that brings together high
capability students with an interest in science to work
on individual and team challenges. The limited duration
of programs (4 – 6 weeks each term) allows students
to accommodate other co-curricular commitments.
A major goal of the extension program is that students
are challenged to become agents of their own skill
and knowledge development. The program content is
best described as ‘fluid and evolving’. Importantly, it
capitalises on a range of external STEAM challenges
and competitions which arise across the year, such as
The University of Melbourne’s Solar Challenge, or the
Banyule Nillumbik Technical School investigations.
The College also introduced the national BrainSTEM
Innovation Challenge for students in Year 9. This
Semester, two teams of students worked for 12
weeks with mentor scientists from The University of
Melbourne, exploring the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals and looking at ways to bring
positive change through science and technology. In
addition to significantly building their knowledge of
sustainability science and technologies, the projects
strengthened the skill sets of team members in areas
such as collaboration, public speaking, research and
communication skills.
Exciting Excitons, a chemistry and physics-based
learning experience, is an example of what our Year
8 students have engaged with in Term 2. The Exciton
Science Solar Cell challenge is run by the ARC Centre
of Excellence in Exciton Science at The University of

Melbourne. It kicked off with a visit to the College by
some of the scientists working in the field. Our Year 8
students then leapt past their usual Year 8 curriculum
into learning about the way that radiation from light is
used to form excitons.
An exciton is an electrically neutral quasiparticle made
up of a bound electron and an electron hole which are
held together by electrostatic attractions. Needless
to say, this is pretty new and exciting stuff, and both
students and the team of teachers are learning new
theory and techniques.
Students have started constructing their solar cell
components and are building glass plate coatings of
titanium dioxide and carbon, ready for testing with
dye extracts which they will source from coloured fruit
and leaves. They are creating simplified versions of a
Dye Sensitised Solar Cell (DSSC), or a thin film solar
cell. This is the technology which allows solar cells to
be semi-transparent and flexible and which will,
in the future, turn roofs, walls and windows into
giant solar cells. The process of making the cell will
be an ongoing and tricky. technical challenge for
our students and will undoubtedly strengthen their
persistence capabilities.
A consistent view emerging from the student feedback
is that the best part of the program is having the
opportunity to enjoy learning with no pressure, and
also discovering that being challenged is actually fun.
This feedback aligns directly with a key objective of
STEAM extension. For staff involved in the design and
delivery of the program, this is one of many rewarding
outcomes.
Dr Susan Long, Science Learning Leader

If we spoke a different language,
we would perceive a somewhat
different world.
Ludwig Wittgenstein,
Austrian-British philosopher

One language sets you in a
corridor for life. Two languages
open every door along the way.

There is no shortage of quotes or proverbs about the benefits of language learning.
The belief that learning a new language makes us wiser and extends our horizons can be
found in a number of intellectual and cultural traditions. At OLMC, we hold fast to these
traditions and also draw on the extensive body of research literature that indicates that
students can significantly value-add for their future by studying one or more languages.
The advantages of being a language learner include:
•

Cognitive benefits: There is evidence that bilingualism correlates with increased
cognitive development and abilities, memory skills, problem-solving ability, attentional
control on cognitive tasks, intelligence, verbal and spatial abilities, and metalinguistic
skills.

•

Academic achievement: Language learning correlates with strengthened development
of reading abilities, the ability to transfer skills from one language to another, increased
linguistic awareness and the ability to hypothesise in science.

•

Attitudes and beliefs about other cultures: Research suggests that language learners
develop a more positive attitude toward the target language and/or the speakers of
that language.

Frank Smith, Canadian psycholinguist

Knowledge of languages is a
doorway to wisdom.
Roger Bacon, English Franciscan philosopher
and educational reformer

To learn a language is to have
one more window from which
to look at the world.
Chinese proverb

The very nature of language-learning reflects the range of principles that we uphold for
our students at OLMC. When students learn a language, they develop learning dispositions
such as risk-taking (as they attempt to communicate an idea in the target language),
perseverance (because they won’t become fluent overnight!) and curiosity (as they start
to see the world in a new way).
Another reason why we encourage students to extend themselves by continuing their
language beyond Year 9 is the link with VCE success. Each year, out of the top ten
achieving VCE students at OLMC, there is typically a high number of language students. In
2020, for example, eight out of the ten top students studied one or more languages.
Finally, research shows that employers look for people who can speak more than one
language. From 2012-2015, there was an increase of 181% in the demand for bilingual skills,
according to The New Basics 2017 report by the Foundation for Young Australians.
So, to our current and future language learners at OLMC, we say, TAKE HEART! Choosing
a language to study (Italian, Japanese and/or French at OLMC) assists you to thrive
in every aspect of your learning, to build relationships with others in our increasingly
multicultural and bilingual communities, and is a strong investment in your longer-term
employment and career opportunities.
Fleur Davison , Languages Learning Leader
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EXTENSION PROGRAMS

Careers Education
Scales Up
Pathway Previews for
our ‘Young Scholars‘
Year 10 students have the opportunity to apply for
the Kwong Lee Dow Young Scholars Program at The
University of Melbourne, or the Monash University
Monash Scholars Program. Both programs aim to
recognise high-achieving and community-minded
students, providing them with opportunities to extend
their learning and gain exposure to the world of
tertiary study.
Year 12 student, Eliza Bannan, and Year 11 student,
Tahlia Sciarrone, are OLMC’s current Kwong Lee Dow
scholars, while Year 11 students, Bethany Fernandez
and Alyssa Vonier, are our Monash Scholars. The
College has recently been advised that Year 10
students, Lara Hart and Tiara Landers, have also been
selected for the 2021 cohort of Monash Scholars,
taking our current number of enrolled scholars to six.
The application process firstly involves students
completing a written expression of interest, which is
carefully considered by an OLMC panel that selects
the candidates to put forward. This then leads to a
formal application, submitted by the student
directly to the university. The institution is then
responsible for making their own selections for
these prestigious programs.
If selected, the students gain access to a variety
of events, seminars, lectures, tours, resources and
community engagement activities which are designed
to encourage and improve their academic success and
focus. Participating in academic enrichment in tertiary
environments provides them with unique opportunities
for personal and academic development, as well
as equipping them with the knowledge, skills and
confidence to make the right study choices. They also
have a chance to form connections with a community
of motivated, committed and like-minded students
from across the state.
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Despite participating during COVID-affected times,
which has seen less in-person activity, all of OLMC’s
current scholars feel their involvement in these
programs so far has been positive:
I like the idea of being part of a community of
students from across Victoria with a variety of life and
social experiences. The student group organised an
in-person catch-up event early this year which was
really fun to attend, even though a little out of my
comfort zone. (Eliza Bannan, 12 ALCA)
Kwong Lee Dow is giving me a lot of information and
access to resources. My favourite thing is getting to
know lots of like-minded people and connecting with
them. We have a group chat where we can motivate
each other. I feel much more confident about my
future pathway and am pretty sure it lies at The
University of Melbourne. (Tahlia Sciarrone, 11 LKPA)
If you are interested in learning and being part of
a community of like-minded people, this is a great
opportunity. Even if you are not thinking about
studying at Monash, it is a great way to get an
insight into future options. Being part of the program
gives me a bit more of a future perspective beyond
secondary school. (Bethany Fernandez, 11 AGGL)
I feel like I’ve found my people. (Alyssa Vonier, 11 LKPA)
The College congratulates Eliza, Tahlia, Bethany,
Alyssa, Lara and Tiara on their selection to these
programs. May they know that their teachers
and peers are delighted for them as they embrace
and learn from the programs’ many opportunities
and benefits.
Melinda Williams, Careers Coordinator

In recent years, there has been a significant shift in the way
careers support is offered and facilitated in schools. At OLMC,
a wide-ranging suite of activities in Careers Education and
Development is intended to recognise and develop the skills and
mindset necessary for our students to not only transition into, but
also confidently navigate, what is a complex and rapidly changing
world of work.
Research undertaken by the Foundation
for Young Australians (FYA) indicates
that our current generation of students
is likely to undertake 17 jobs in up to five
industries over the course of their working
life. In recent years, what has also become
increasingly evident is that a qualification
is not enough to guarantee employment.
Employers are seeking people who not
only hold appropriate qualifications or
training, but who can also demonstrate
‘enterprise’ or ‘employability’ skills, such as
problem-solving, effective communication
and presentation, teamwork, critical
thinking, digital literacy and financial
literacy. The research of the FYA has
noted that current job advertisements
are increasingly referring to these sorts of
requisite skill sets.

The College is grateful to the many past
students, themselves now engaged in
successful and satisfying careers, who have
returned to support our careers education
initiatives. During Careers Week in Term 2,
some participated in our Q&A Panels on
the Health Sector and the Creative Arts.

At OLMC, we are developing curriculum
with these realities and challenges in mind.
In 2021, we have 76 students in Years 10–12
engaged in onsite Vocational Education
and Training (VET) courses. By offering
Certificates in Allied Health Assistance,
Sport & Recreation and Community
Services, students are not only pursuing
academic rigour through VCE studies but
also building their resumes by gaining
recognised technical qualifications at the
same time.
We also have 31 students who have taken
up VET courses that are delivered in
partnership with external providers. Beauty
Services, Engineering Studies, Carpentry
and Applied Fashion Design are examples
of these externally delivered courses.

Our Year 9 students actively explore
pathways as part of their Horizon term and
our Year 10 Subject Selection program has
seen students select workshops based on
their interests and the following offerings:
•

Channel your Inner Engineer

•

‘Humanities & Social Sciences – Choose
Your Own Adventure

•

Health …the Possibilities

•

The Designer’s Launchpad

•

Business & Marketing Immersive
Experience

•

Film, TV, Radio & the Creative Arts –
Surviving & Thriving in the Creative
Industries

•

‘I Object’ – Unpacking the Legal
Profession

•

Make Me a Trailblazer – Hands-on Roles
for Women.

There is still much that we can and hope
to do for our students in this dynamic and
significant area of personal development.
In the interim, we are proud of the ways in
which we are engaging with career theory,
research and programs to make career
decision-making and transition concepts
known and embraced by our students.
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A Call Out to Past Pupils
and Associates of OLMC
Due to recent COVID outbreaks,
we currently have quite a few
students enrolled in Certificate
III in Allied Health Assistance
who could miss out on obtaining
the full qualification because of
the difficulties of sourcing work
placements and fulfilling the
requisite placement hours. If you
are an allied health professional
or work in the health sector and
would be willing to host one
of our students for a week’s
placement, we would be grateful
to hear from you.
Not a health professional but
still want to be involved?
Perhaps you could offer to be:
•

Part of a Q&A Panel for your
industry/profession?

•

A presenter on an area of
expertise relevant to your
work or career?

•

An employer for a student,
hosting them for work
experience or Structured
Workplace Learning
connected with their VET
Training?

•

A tour guide of a workplace
environment?

If you can assist, or would like
further information,
please email Melinda Williams at
mwilliams@olmc.vic.edu.au
Melinda Williams
Careers Coordinator

House Athletics
Carnival

Sporting
Achievements

The House Athletics Carnival on 25 May
was a successful and enjoyable day. After its
cancellation in 2020, our students and staff
were determined to make the most of the
2021 Carnival!

GSV Swimming
Well done to all members of the OLMC Swimming team for their commitment to
training and competitions this year.
Congratulations to the 11 OLMC students who qualified and competed in the GSV
Swimming Finals Night on 30 March. A number of students finished on the podium.
We applaud them on their outstanding achievements in the pool.

Despite the rain cutting the day short,
it was fantastic to see so many students
supporting their House and getting involved
by participating in the track, field and
novelty events.

Congratulations also to Amelie Vulich (Year 9), who has been selected for the School
Sports Victoria State Swimming Team.

Well done Mercy House for taking home
the trophy! Congratulations to Mercy House
Captains Alison Ball and Lucy Bult, Year 9
Vice Captains Jessica Boek and Charlotte
Daffey, and Coordinator Alicia McHugh on
leading your House to victory.

NAME

FI N AL TALLY
Mercy

1399.5

Loreto

1191.5

Carmel

1106

McAuley

1099

YEAR LEVEL

PLACE

EVENT

TIME

Amelie Vulich

Year 9

3rd

50m Breaststroke

36.49

Sofia Piaia

Year 10

2nd

50m Breaststroke

37.25

Olivia Nguyen

Year 12

2nd

50 Backstroke

32.11

Millie Cross, Olivia Nguyen,
Zoe Bell and Eliza Bannan

Year 12

2nd

50m Medley Relay

2:18.88

GSV Diving
A small number of students competed in the GSV Diving Championship Carnival.
Well done to our Senior team for winning the Division 3 Diving flag.

Award Recipients

GSV Cross Country

Year Level Champions and Runners Up were
each presented with a medal. The award
recipients were determined by the number of
points they tallied throughout the day from
track and field events. Congratulations to the
following students:
YEAR LEVEL

CHAMPION

RUNNER UP

Year 7

Eva Silic

Hayley
Launikonis

Year 8

Sarah Bult

Ruby Young

Year 9

Charlotte Daffey

On Tuesday 18 May, our Cross Country team competed in the GSV Cross Country
Preliminary Carnival. OLMC was placed 4th overall and qualified to compete in
Division 2 at the Championship Carnival. Unfortunately, the Championship Carnival
was cancelled due to COVID restrictions.
Congratulations to all students who trained hard and competed in the Preliminary
Carnival and an extra congratulations to the following students who were placed in
the top ten of their age group.
NAME

Isabella Parrott

Year 10

Ashleigh Toscano

Year 11

Georgia Alexander Alana Chapman

Year 12

Lucy Bult

PLACE

E VENT

TIME

Jamieson Lander

4th

Junior 3km

11:53.4

Tabatha Medina Diaz

8th

Junior 3km

12:26.4

Tiana Postans

5th

Intermediate 4km

16:02.9

Georgia Alexander

10th

Senior 4km

16:12.7

Grace Murray

Notable VFLW Achievement

Rachel Hannan

Tarrah Delgado (Year 12) made her debut for the Carlton VFLW side on 22 May.
Playing alongside OLMC past-pupil Maeve Chaplin, it was a successful debut for
Tarrah as the Blues took home the win against Geelong. Tarrah has also been invited
to the 2021 NAB AFL Draft Combine. Congratulations and good luck Tarrah!
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‘Significant
Others’ Gather

Hindsight, Foresight
and Insights Converge
Reunions and other events involving our past pupils have brought to light some inspirational stories and reflections
from women who drew on their school experiences to make formidable and widely applauded contributions to their
communities. Two such past pupils agreed to share their stories with CapeStreet readers and offer some advice to our
current students.

Mothers’ Day
Celebration
Congratulations to the OLMC Parents’
Association on hosting such a successful
Mothers’ Day event on 10 May. It was
wonderful to see so many mothers,
grandmothers and daughters share in lively
conversation and delicious food. The photo
booth was a big hit, with many family and
friends stepping up for group photos.

The Parents’ Association works hard
throughout the year to support the
development of the OLMC community.
Their efforts were rewarded ‘in spades’ at
this well attended event that was greatly
appreciated by one and all.

In 2020, the College successfully trialed
a Time & Space Year 7 Program.
It focused on mother-daughter
relationships and also encouraged other
‘key females’ in the lives of our students to
participate (e.g. grandmother, godmother,
mentor). Due to COVID restrictions the
program was run online. It was a successful
trial, with participants sharing their
feelings about what they most valued in
the relationships, what they were going
through during COVID, and what they
needed from one another. The feedback
was resoundingly positive.
In March 2021, an onsite Year 7 Mother
and Daughter evening was held. The
College also expanded the program and
hosted a Year 8 Father and Daughter
night, conducted along similar lines as the
trial program in 2020. It was wonderful to
welcome parents and significant others
to share in conversations with each other
and the girls about what matters to them.
Participants also had opportunities to
‘change seats’ and engage with others not
directly related to their immediate family.
The conversations were lively and affirming,
as evidenced by the feedback.
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I am in the process of forging a unique career
centred on social impact and working in the
international development sector. I’m blessed to
wear a few hats in this space, such as:
•

•

Time & Space
Time & Space is a secondary school
program that offers parents and their
teens the opportunity to listen to and
learn from each other in a supportive
environment. In an intentional break from
the everyday pattern of work-school-work,
parents and students come together for
semi-structured and relaxed conversations
about the ups and downs of being a father,
mother or adolescent.

Kim Nguyen (Class of 2013) is a recently admitted lawyer turned social entrepreneur. She is passionate about
collaborating with others to make the world a better place and has recently been nominated to be listed on the
Victorian Honour Roll of Women.

A great way to have an open conversation
with purpose.
I was really blown away with how open
and vulnerable the discussion was.
Nice to share and hear the wisdom from
other parents.
It was a great experience and lovely to
reminisce about some special moments
and ask questions you normally wouldn’t.
Great experience and so lovely to be
invited by my goddaughter!
I really enjoyed talking to my mum and
finding things out that I didn’t know about
myself, and also looking at someone else’s
viewpoint.
A highlight of both Time & Space evenings
was watching our Year 10 and 11 students
host the small groups and facilitate the
conversations. It was such a delight to see
these young women volunteer and lead
with confidence and generosity of spirit.
The College is looking forward to building
on the overwhelmingly positive feedback of
the program and hosting more events like
this in 2022.

•

I relished every opportunity and was involved in
many facets of school life.
To the OLMC students of today I say:
•

Make the most of every opportunity in school
or beyond.

•

I lead a social enterprise called People of
Purpose. We run capacity-building programs
and initiatives to support university students
and young professionals to launch their careers
in social impact and engage in meaningful work.

If the opportunity does not exist already, don’t
be afraid to create it yourself. You are the CEO
of your life. Reach out to others, offer your
ideas and suggestions, kickstart projects and
catalyse change.

•

I am undertaking a board traineeship role with
Oxfam Australia and am part of the Global
Shapers Community with the World Economic
Forum.

Feel the fear but do it anyway. Reframe your
mindset from ‘perfection’ to ‘progress’ or
‘growth’ and embrace challenges and mistakes
as learning experiences.

•

Learning is a lifelong process. Explore and
find the things that awaken your curiosity and
passion.

I am a program coordinator at Ygap, running
the First Gens program which supports
entrepreneurs from diverse backgrounds
to grow businesses that tackle social and
environmental issues across Australia.

My passion for social justice and driving change was
nurtured at OLMC and for this I am deeply thankful.
I was provided with an abundance of opportunities
to explore different ideas and engage in leadership,
starting with being a Class Captain in Year 7 to
being the Faith and Justice Captain in Year 12.

Thankyou to everyone who has been part of and is
still following my journey. Onwards and upwards!
Note: Follow Kim on Instagram @curiouslykimly

After leaving Our Lady’s, Professor Margaret O’Connor AM (Class of 1971) went on to study nursing and launched
a career that now spans nearly 50 years. In 2003, she was appointed the Vivian Bullwinkel Chair in Palliative Care
Nursing & Midwifery at Monash University, and has since been granted the title of Emeritus Professor of Nursing
at Monash University for her contribution to academia. In 2005, Margaret was awarded the Order of Australia for
pioneering the expansion of palliative care services in Victoria.
My secondary education left me with a general
sense that I was not intelligent, mainly because I
couldn’t see the relevance of subjects like English
Literature, French or Maths, so I didn’t try very hard!
Consequently, I didn’t pass Year 12.
When I commenced nursing, it was like a light
being switched on – that theoretical learning could
connect to a practical, clinical application. From an
early age, I only wanted to be a nurse at the Mercy
Hospital. I was a Sister of Mercy for 10 years, and
lived at Heidelberg in 1981. I was the first school
nurse on staff at OLMC, a role I loved.
I found working in a hospital lacked challenge. I was
attracted to palliative care and to assisting dying
people in their homes. I continued my studies over
subsequent years and now have a Doctorate in
Nursing. In this learning journey, I rediscovered links
with aspects of what I’d learned at school, so it was
not all wasted!
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I’ve now been a nurse for almost 50 years, but have
rarely worked in institutional settings. I helped to
establish a number of home-based palliative care
services in Melbourne, then took an opportunity
to do my Doctorate, which led to an academic
career. Being a nurse has enabled me to do so many
different things – to care for individuals; lead teams
and be an administrator; teach nursing students and
supervise post-graduate students; and undertake
research – it’s been a continuously evolving career.
Some advice I have for current students is to enjoy
the breadth of education and other opportunities
that OLMC now offers; none of them are ultimately
wasted! VCE, while an important rite of passage,
is the beginning, not the end of the story. Each of
us takes a path in life and often the best career
opportunities are not the planned ones, but arise
from unexpected places.

M2 SENIOR
PRODUCTION

War of the Worlds
a Winner!
In the second week of May, we welcomed
students, staff, family and friends of OLMC
and Marcellin College to the 2021 Senior
Production of ‘War of the Worlds’.
The planning of this production had to
consider the possible impacts that COVID
could have on the performance and how it
could be viewed. Our congratulations must
go to the Director, Michelle AbrahmsenBellis, and the producer, Philip Watkins,
who together ensured that the show could
go on!
‘War of the Worlds’, by HG Wells, is a story
about an extra-terrestrial attack on Earth.
It was first performed as a ‘Halloween
special’ radio broadcast in 1938 and caused
widespread panic and chaos, as most
listeners did not interpret the story as
bogus – what we would label today as
‘fake news’.
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In the M2 adaption of ‘War of the Worlds’,
the audience experiences the original story
as told by HG Wells, however, they are
also exposed to the possibility of a Mars
attack occurring again in the near future.
Past and present timelines converge, once
again highlighting the dangers we face in
believing a false reality.
The M2 cast and crew rehearsed long and
hard to ensure they did justice to this
intriguing and complex story. The talent
and dedication of all involved were on full
display to appreciative audiences.
The M2 Senior Production of ‘War of the
Worlds’ was such an amazing experience
for me. This was my first year being in
the school production and I loved every
minute of it. Through the production
I made many new friends, both from
Marcelin and OLMC. We worked well
as a cast and we all became so close
throughout rehearsals. I already miss it
very much. Eleanor Paton, Year 11
Congratulations to all involved and thank
you also to Randall Bezaire, Marcellin
College, for the photos featured here.
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